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Silicon Photonics Pioneer Michal Lipson Elected 2021 Vice President of The Optical Society (OSA) 

Lipson to serve as OSA President in 2023; two directors-at-large elected to OSA Board of Directors 

 
WASHINGTON – The Optical Society (OSA) is excited to announce that Dr. Michal Lipson, Eugene Higgins 
Professor at Columbia University, USA, has been elected by OSA members to serve as the society’s 2021 
Vice President. 
 
Lipson’s four-year commitment to OSA’s Board of Directors consists of serving one year as vice president 
in 2021, followed by one year as president-elect in 2022, president in 2023 and past president in 2024. 
 
“In the field of silicon photonics, Lipson is a pioneer whose work in tailoring the electro-optic properties 
of silicon and advancing research and development is world-renowned,” said OSA CEO Elizabeth Rogan. 
“Her contributions to OSA and the optics and photonics community have been extraordinary and the 
society will continue to benefit from her serving in this key leadership role.” 
  
Members also elected two directors-at-large to serve on the OSA Board of Directors for the 2021-2023 
term. Dr. Joyce Poon is a Director of the Max Planck Institute of Microstructure Physics, Professor of 
Electrical and Computer Engineering at University of Toronto, Canada and an Honorary Professor in the 
Faculty of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science at the Technical University of Berlin, Germany. 
Dr. Ulrike Woggon is Professor of Experimental Physics, in particular Nonlinear Optics, at the Institute 
for Optics and Atomic Physics of the Technical University Berlin (TUB). Lipson and the new directors-at-
large will begin their terms on 1 January 2021.  
 
The election results were announced at OSA’s Annual Business Meeting during the all-virtual 2020 
Frontiers in Optics and Laser Science (FiO +LS) conference held 14 – 17 September and co-located with 
the OSA Quantum 2.0 Conference. 
 

Dr. Michal Lipson is the Eugene Higgins Professor at Columbia University, USA. She completed her B.S., 
MS and Ph.D. degrees in Physics in the Technion in 1998. Following a Postdoctoral position in MIT in the 
Material Science department from 1998 to 2001, she joined the School of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering at Cornell University and was named the Given Foundation Professor of Engineering at the 
School of Electrical and Computer Engineering in 2012. In 2015, she joined the electrical engineering 
department at Columbia University. Lipson pioneered critical building blocks in the field of silicon 
photonics, which today is recognized as one of the most promising directions for solving the major 
bottlenecks in microelectronics. In 2004, she showed the ability to tailor the electro-optic properties of 
silicon (Almeida, et al., Nature 2004 with more than 1300 citations and Xu et al Nature 2005 with more 
than 2000 citations) which represented critical advances that led to the explosion of silicon photonics 
research and development. The number of publications related to silicon photonic devices and systems 
is now more than 50,000 a year. Many of these publications are based on Lipson’s original papers 
published since 2001. Today more than one thousand papers published yearly involve devices and 
circuits based on Lipson’s original modulators, as well as on other silicon photonics devices 
demonstrated by her group. The growth of the field of silicon photonics has also been evident in 
industry with an increasing number of companies developing silicon photonics products. 

https://www.frontiersinoptics.com/home/
https://www.frontiersinoptics.com/home/
https://www.osa.org/en-us/meetings/topical_meetings/quantum/


Dr. Joyce Poon is a Director of the Max Planck Institute of Microstructure Physics, Professor of Electrical 
and Computer Engineering at University of Toronto, and an Honorary Professor in the Faculty 
of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science at the Technical University of Berlin. She and her team 
specialize in integrated photonics on silicon. She currently serves as an Associate Editor for Optics 
Express. Poon founded the OSA Student Chapter at the California Institute of Technology, USA where 
she earned her Ph.D. She subsequently built a research program centered on silicon integrated 
photonics for telecom applications at the University of Toronto, Canada.  
 
Dr. Ulrike Woggon is Professor of Experimental Physics, in particular Nonlinear Optics, at the Institute 
for Optics and Atomic Physics of the Technical University Berlin (TUB). In 1985, she received her Ph.D. 
from Humboldt University in the field of nonlinear optics in semiconductors. Her research interests, 
documented by more than 200 refereed publications and approximately 7,500 citations, several book 
chapters and numerous invited lectures as well as third-party funding, are in the field of nanophotonics, 
ultrafast spectroscopy, solid-state optics and photonic materials. Woggon is one of the founding 
members of the Berlin School of Optical Sciences and Quantum Technology (BOS.QT). She became an 
OSA Fellow in 2010, and has served as chair or member on several OSA program committees.  
 
About FiO + LS 
Frontiers in Optics is The Optical Society’s (OSA) Annual Meeting and held together with Laser Science, a 
meeting sponsored by the American Physical Society’s Division of Laser Science (DLS). The two meetings 
unite the OSA and APS communities for four days of quality, cutting-edge presentations, in-demand 
invited speakers and a variety of special events spanning a broad range of topics in optics and 
photonics—the science of light—across the disciplines of physics, biology and chemistry.  
 
More information at: FrontiersinOptics.org. Connect with us for #FiO20:  @OpticalSociety,  The Optical 
Society Facebook,  The Optical Society Instagram. 
 
About The Optical Society 
Founded in 1916, The Optical Society (OSA) is the leading professional organization for scientists, 
engineers, students and business leaders who fuel discoveries, shape real-life applications and 
accelerate achievements in the science of light. Through world-renowned publications, meetings and 
membership initiatives, OSA provides quality research, inspired interactions and dedicated resources for 
its extensive global network of optics and photonics experts. For more information, visit osa.org. 
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